Home
Inspection

LN
H Ic Carolina

TOP 10 QUESTIONS FOR YOUR HOME INSPECTOR

FROM HOME INSPECTION CAROLINA s /04-542-6575

. e

Al e s
T e

Asking ad home inspector specific questions during the
inspection, especially as a first-time homebuyer, is
incredibly important for several key reasons:

\

When you're buying your first home, asking your inspector specific questions is
super important. It's all about keeping you safe, understanding how your new
home works, and spotting any big problems early on. For instance, knowing
where to turn off the main water in an emergency is a lifesaver. Plus,
understanding those GFCI and AFCI outlets is key for electrical safety. And for
your family's well-being, always ask about carbon monoxide detectors and
how to safely use any gas fireplace.

To manage your home efficiently, always ask about where the thermostats are
and what heating/cooling zones they control. And don't forget that regularly
changing your air filters is super important for keeping your HVAC system
(that's your heating and air conditioning) running well for a long time.

Asking about the age of the HVAC system (that's

your home's heating and air conditioning), any q

signs of water problems (like leaks or damp IA

spots), or the roof's condition helps you Home
understand potential big costs down the road. .
These questions help you negotiate a better deal H I c Inspectiol
and make sure you're making a smart decision Carolina

about your new home.

Next the top 10 questions to ask your home inspector during your home inspection:
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TOP 10 QUESTIONS FOR YOUR HOME INSPECTOR

1. Where's the main water shut-off valve?

It's vital to know this location for emergencies or if you need to turn off the water for an extended period, like
when you go on vacation.

2. Can you show me the GFCI and AFCI outlets, explain what they do, and how to reset them?

These are important safety breakers. GFCI (Ground Fault Circuit Interrupter) outlets protect against electrical
shock in areas with water (like bathrooms and kitchens), and AFCI (Arc Fault Circuit Interrupter) breakers
protect against electrical fires due to arcing, typically located in your electrical panel. Knowing how to reset
them is key.

3. How many thermostats does the home have, and what heating/cooling zones do they control?

Some homes have multiple thermostats for different areas or units. Understanding their control zones will
help you heat and cool your home efficiently.

4. Where are the return air registers and air filters located, what size filters do | need, and how often
should | change them?

Maintaining your HVAC's air filters is the easiest and most cost-effective way to extend its lifespan. Clogged
filters make the system work harder, leading to strain and premature wear.

5. Are there carbon monoxide detectors installed? If so,
where are they?

If your home has gas appliances, carbon monoxide
detectors are critical for safety. If they're not present, you'll
want to install them immediately after moving in.

6. If there's a fireplace with gas logs, how do they
operate, and are there any safety concerns?

Understanding how to safely start and operate gas logs,
along with any potential safety issues, is important for your

peace of mind. _‘.

7. What's the estimated age of the HVAC units (heating and air conditioning systems)?

While not always a required part of the report, inspectors can often estimate the age of these major systems.
Knowing their age can give you an idea of their remaining lifespan; most units last 10-15 years with proper
maintenance.

8. Are there any signs of past or current water intrusion, especially in the basement, crawl space, or attic?

Water damage can lead to significant problems like mold and structural issues. Understanding potential
vulnerabilities is crucial.

9. What's the condition of the roof, and what's its estimated remaining lifespan?

The roof is a major component of your home's structure. Knowing its condition and expected longevity will help
you budget for future maintenance or replacement.

10. What are the most significant maintenance concerns or immediate repairs recommended?

This question helps you prioritize any issues found and understand what you might need to address shortly after
moving in.

Remember: Don't hesitate to call your inspector after you receive the report if anything is unclear.
They're there to help you understand their findings and the condition of your potential new home.
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